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WELCOME TO DAY 4

Day 4 is different. Where Days 1-3 focused entirely on mixing techniques, Day 4 zooms out to the full picture:

the tools you use, the education you seek, the brand you build, and the income you create. A great mix
engineer who nobody knows about has a hobby. A great mix engineer with a brand, a content strategy, and
multiple income streams has a career.

Every resource in this guide is real. Every YouTube channel link is a real channel. Every plugin download URL
is a real, working, free download as of 2026. Every income stream is being used by real producers right now.
Nothing in Day 4 is theoretical — it is all actionable today.

Foundation Advanced Master Resources
30 Tips 16 Tips 14 Tips + Live 9 Tips + Links
EQ, Comp, Reverb Saturation, 808 Genre, FX, Workflow Tools, Brand, Al
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CHAPTER 1

FREE PLUGIN ARSENAL

Tools That Cost Nothing, Sound Professional

PAGE 4

TIP #01

The Essential Free Plugin Stack — 2025 Edition

You do not need expensive plugins to make professional mixes. The free plugin ecosystem in 2025 is the strongest

it has ever been — with tools that rival or even surpass paid alternatives in quality and features. Knowing which free

plugins to reach for, and when, is one of the highest-leverage decisions a budget-conscious producer can make.

THE SCIENCE

Plugin cost has zero correlation with mix quality. The engineers who mixed the greatest
records in history used hardware with severe limitations. The skill of the ear behind the
plugin determines the result — not the plugin's price tag. Free plugins built by passionate
developers in 2025 are technically superior to paid plugins from just a decade ago.

Download and install this core free stack today: EQ: ZL Equalizer 2 (dynamic EQ, FabFilter
Pro-Q alternative) + TDR Nova. Compressor: Fircomp 2 (transparent, mastering-grade).
Reverb: Valhalla Supermassive (massive spaces, zero cost). Analysis: SPAN by Voxengo
(spectrum) + Youlean Loudness Meter (LUFS). Stereo: iZotope Ozone Imager (stereo width,
mono check). Exciter: Slate Digital Fresh Air (air and presence, one-click). Saturation: BPB
Saturator (parallel saturation, tape/tube/diode modes). Limiter: XMLimiter V2 (transparent
true peak limiting). Synth: Vital 2.0 (wavetable synth, free Serum alternative). Sampler:
LABS by Spitfire Audio (premium orchestral sounds, free).

Many free plugins are built by developers who later charge for premium versions — they
release high-quality free versions to build a userbase and reputation. This means the free
versions often contain 80—90% of the paid version's quality at 0% of the cost. Valhalla
Supermassive, for example, was released entirely free as a 'gift to the community' by
Valhalla DSP — the same company whose paid reverbs sell for $50-$200 each. The free
plugin ecosystem is also increasingly open-source, meaning bugs are fixed rapidly by
community contributors and quality improves continuously.
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Open your DAW right now and check which of these you already have installed: SPAN, Youlean, Valhalla
Supermassive, Fresh Air. Go to each download page for any you are missing (URLs in the green box below). Install
them before your next session. Then open a current project and replace one paid plugin with its free equivalent — for
example, swap your reverb for Valhalla Supermassive and A/B the two. You will likely find the free version competes
directly. Finally, add SPAN to your mix bus right now. Set it to 'Pink’ mode. Watch your mix's frequency content in real
time — you may immediately spot imbalances you had never seen before.
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= WATCH ON YOUTUBE CHANNEL URL

Free EQ & Dynamic EQ Deep Dive In The Mix youtube.com/@InTheMix

Valhalla Supermassive Full Tutorial In The Mix youtube.com/@InTheMix

Best Free Plugins 2025 Roundup Bedroom Producers Blog youtube.com/@BPBChannel

m FREE DOWNLOAD PLUGIN / TOOL WEBSITE

Dynamic EQ ZL Equalizer 2 github.com/ZL-Audio/ZLEqualizer
Reverb/Delay Valhalla Supermassive valhalladsp.com/apps/supermassive
Spectrum Analyzer SPAN by Voxengo voxengo.com/product/span

LUFS Meter Youlean Loudness Meter youlean.co/youlean-loudness-meter
Stereo Width Ozone Imager by iZotope izotope.com/en/products/ozone-imager
Air Exciter Fresh Air — Slate Digital slatedigital.com/fresh-air
Transparent Limiter XMLimiter V2 tinyurl.com/xmlimiter-v2

Wavetable Synth Vital 2.0 vital.audio

Pro Tip: Pin the SPAN plugin on your mix bus permanently. Make it the first thing you look at when you

open a session — before you touch a single fader.

Avoid: Avoid chasing new free plugins every week. Master 8-10 tools deeply rather than collecting 200 plugins

you never learn properly.

TIP #02

SPAN — Reading Your Mix Like a Pro

SPAN by Voxengo is a free real-time spectrum analyzer that has become the most-used analysis tool in home

studios worldwide. But most producers only scratch the surface of what SPAN shows them. A spectrum analyzer is a

visual EQ of your entire mix — it displays the energy at every frequency in real time, revealing buildup, gaps, phase

issues, and masking problems that your ears alone might miss. Learning to read SPAN fluently is like learning to

read sheet music — it multiplies your speed and accuracy.
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Ears fatigue. Monitors color the sound. Room acoustics lie. SPAN is objective. It shows you
exactly what is happening in the frequency domain without interpretation. When your ears
tell you 'this sounds fine' but SPAN shows a massive 300 Hz spike, you know to trust the
analyzer. When SPAN shows a perfectly flat response but the mix sounds dull, you know to
trust your ears. Used together, ears + analyzer is always better than either alone.

Set up SPAN correctly: 1. Right-click and change the slope to 4.5 dB/octave (pink noise
slope) — this makes the ideal frequency balance show as a horizontal line rather than a
downward slope. 2. Set averaging time to 2000ms for a slower, more readable display. 3.
Set range to -120 dB to 0 dB for full dynamic visibility. 4. Enable correlation meter (bottom of
SPAN) — readings above +0.5 = good mono compatibility. How to read the display: Sub
(20—60 Hz): Should be present but not dominant — highest energy in the whole spectrum.
Bass (60—250 Hz): Gradual slope down from sub. Kick and bass live here. Mids (250 Hz—3
kHz): Relatively flat — this is where most instruments compete. Air (8—20 kHz): Gentle
slope. Should not be dead flat — shows the mix is bright.

THE SCIENCE

SPAN uses Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) to convert the time-domain audio signal into a
frequency-domain representation in real time. FFT resolution is determined by the block size
— larger blocks give better frequency resolution but slower time response. SPAN's
averaging feature smooths the FFT output over time, making it easier to read the overall
balance rather than individual transients. The pink noise slope (4.5 dB/oct) compensates for
the fact that pink noise — which is how most acoustic engineers measure balanced sound
— has equal energy per octave rather than equal energy per Hz, making the ideal spectrum
appear as a descending slope without the correction.

Open SPAN on your mix bus. Set slope to 4.5 dB/oct. Play your track through the loudest section. Now look at the
spectrum and answer these 5 questions: 1. Is there a visible peak or bump between 200-500 Hz? (Mud indicator.) 2. Is
the 3-5 kHz region higher than the 1 kHz region? (Harshness indicator.) 3. Does the sub region (20—60 Hz) dominate
everything else? (Headroom problem.) 4. Is the air region (10-16 kHz) dead flat or absent? (Dull mix indicator.) 5. Is the
correlation meter above +0.5? (Mono compatibility.) Write down your answers. These are your mix's current
weaknesses. Each one corresponds to a tip in this guide.

= WATCH ON YOUTUBE CHANNEL URL

SPAN Tutorial — How to Read a Spectrum AnalyzerThe Mix youtube.com/@InTheMix
Mix Analysis with SPAN — Mixing Masterclass  MixbusTV youtube.com/@MixbusTV
How to LUFS-Match Reference Tracks Reid Stefan youtube.com/@ReidStefan
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m FREE DOWNLOAD PLUGIN / TOOL WEBSITE
Spectrum Analyzer SPAN 4.5 by Voxengo voxengo.com/product/span
LUFS + Spectrum Youlean Loudness Meter 2 youlean.co/youlean-loudness-meter
Mid-Side Analysis iZotope Ozone Imager izotope.com/en/products/ozone-imager
Phase Correlation PSYSCOPE (free) darkware.co.uk

Pro Tip: Create a 'SPAN Template' session in your DAW with SPAN already configured on the mix bus. Open
this template first every session so analysis is ready immediately.

Avoid: Avoid making EQ decisions based solely on SPAN — always confirm with your ears. A mix that looks
perfect on a spectrum analyzer can still sound wrong.

TIP #03

Youlean Loudness Meter — Master Your LUFS

Youlean Loudness Meter is the free plugin that every producer should have on their mix bus at all times. It measures
integrated LUFS (the streaming standard), short-term LUFS, momentary LUFS, true peak, and dynamic range
simultaneously. Without a LUFS meter, you are delivering mixes blind — not knowing whether Spotify will turn your
track up or down, or by how much. With a LUFS meter, every delivery decision becomes data-driven and
professional.

Volume perception is not the same as loudness. A track with lots of high-frequency content
(hi-hats, cymbals, sibilance) can measure loud on a peak meter but feel quiet. LUFS
measures what humans actually perceive as loud — which is why streaming platforms use it
for normalization. Without a LUFS meter, you cannot target streaming normalization
accurately and you risk your track sounding quieter than everything around it in a playlist.

Workflow: Step 1: Insert Youlean on your mix bus as the very last plugin (after the limiter).
Step 2: Play the full track from start to end and note the Integrated LUFS reading at the end.
This is your true loudness. Step 3: Compare to your target: Streaming mix target: -14 to -10
LUFS integrated. Club/DJ master: -7 to -9 LUFS integrated. Step 4: If too quiet, reduce
limiting threshold (allow limiter to work harder) or add a second stage of clipping before the
limiter. Step 5: Check true peak — must stay below -1.0 dBTP at all times. Step 6: Note the
LRA (Loudness Range) — a reading of 4-8 LU is ideal for modern pop/hip-hop. A reading
above 12 LU suggests the mix needs more glue compression.

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @lusionbeatz

- OGS >SS




LUSIONBEATZ PAGE 8

THE SCIENCE LUFS is defined by the ITU-R BS.1770 standard using a K-weighted filter that emphasizes
frequencies between 1.5-3 kHz (where human hearing is most sensitive) and
de-emphasizes sub-bass content. This is why a trap track with heavy 808 sub can measure
at -14 LUFS but still feel louder than a pop track at the same LUFS — the sub-bass energy
is discounted by the K-weighting filter. Understanding this helps explain why trap/hip-hop
masters often target -10 to -12 LUFS for competitive streaming loudness, while acoustic or

classical music can target -18 LUFS and feel appropriately quieter.

Play your last finished track in your DAW with Youlean on the mix bus. Let it play all the way through. Read the
Integrated LUFS at the end. Is it above -10 LUFS? Your track will be turned down by Spotify — more than your limiter
compressed it. Is it below -16 LUFS? Your track will play at full volume but sound quiet next to commercial releases.
For your next mix, set a Youlean target: click the target icon and set -14 LUFS. The meter will show you in real time
how far away from the target you are. Aim to reach -14 LUFS by the time you add the final limiter. Then check: is your
true peak below -1.0 dBTP? If not, tighten the limiter ceiling.

= WATCH ON YOUTUBE CHANNEL URL
Mastering for Streaming — LUFS Explained In The Mix youtube.com/@InTheMix
Loudness War is Over — New Targets 2025 Produce Like A Pro youtube.com/@ProduceLikeAPro

Youlean Loudness Meter Full Tutorial MixbusTV youtube.com/@MixbusTV

= FREE DOWNLOAD

LUFS Meter

True Peak Limiter

Mastering Limiter

Ozone Elements

PLUGIN / TOOL

Youlean Loudness Meter 2 (FREE)

XMLimiter V2 (FREE)

LoudMax (FREE)

iZotope Ozone 11 (FREE EQ)

WEBSITE

youlean.co/youlean-loudness-meter

tinyurl.com/xmlimiter-v2

thomas-mundt.de/loudmax.html

izotope.com

Pro Tip: Create a mastering preset with Youlean as the last plugin on the master chain. Never export without

checking integrated LUFS first — make it a non-negotiable habit.

Avoid: Avoid using peak meters as your loudness reference — they do not measure what streaming platforms

measure and will cause incorrect loudness targeting every time.
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CHAPTER 1 RECAP

FREE PLUGIN ARSENAL — QUICK REFERENCE

#01 The Essential Free Plugin Stack — 2025 Editiin EQ2 + SPAN + Supermassive + Fresh Air + Youlean = pro free stack.

#02 SPAN — Reading Your Mix Like a Pro SPAN at 4.5 dB/oct slope; check 5 things before touching any fader.

#03 Youlean Loudness Meter — Master Your LUHRStegrated LUFS not peak. Target -14 LUFS streaming, -7 LUFS club.

"The best plugin is the one you know deeply — free or paid."

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @lusionbeatz
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CHAPTER 2

PAGE 10

YOUTUBE LEARNING RESOURCES

Channels, Playlists & Active Watching

TIP #04

Pensado's Place — Learn From Grammy Winners

Pensado's Place is widely regarded as the single most valuable free educational resource in the professional mixing

world. Hosted by Dave Pensado — a Grammy Award-winning mix engineer who has mixed records for Beyoncg,

Shakira, Christina Aguilera, and hundreds of other major artists — the show features in-depth interviews, mixing

tutorials, and technique breakdowns from the top engineers on the planet. Watching Pensado's Place is the closest

thing to sitting in on a professional mixing session for free.

THE SCIENCE

Learning from professionals who have achieved the results you want is the fastest path to
improvement. Dave Pensado has mixed platinum-selling records in virtually every genre.
When he demonstrates a technique or explains a philosophy, it comes from decades of
professional experience and real-world results — not theory. One hour with Pensado's Place
is worth more than 10 hours with a generic tutorial.

How to use Pensado's Place effectively: 1. Watch 'Into The Lair' episodes — these are
Dave's technique-focused tutorials where he demonstrates specific mixing moves on real
sessions. These are gold. 2. Watch the 'Tips from the Lair' shorts — quick single-technique
explanations. 3. Watch guest engineer episodes in your genre — search by guest name. 4.
Take notes on every specific plugin setting, frequency, and technique mentioned. 5. Open
your DAW immediately after watching and try the technique. 6. Subscribe to the channel and
watch one episode per week consistently. Notable guests include: Andrew Scheps (Red Hot
Chili Peppers, Adele), Young Guru (Jay-Z), Bob Clearmountain (Bruce Springsteen), Manny
Marroquin (Rihanna).

Dave Pensado's career spans over 30 years and includes work with artists generating
billions of streams. His approach to mixing is rooted in serving the song emotionally rather
than achieving technical perfection — a philosophy that distinguishes professional mixing
from academic mixing. The show launched on YouTube in 2011 and has accumulated
thousands of hours of content covering virtually every aspect of music production. Many of
today's working mixing engineers cite Pensado's Place as their primary online education

source.
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Go to youtube.com/@PensadosPlace right now. Search within the channel for 'Into The Lair compression' or 'Into The
Lair vocals'. Watch the first video that comes up. Keep your DAW open and pause the video whenever Dave
demonstrates a setting. Try the same setting on your own project. Even if the technique does not immediately make
sense, apply it first — understanding often follows experience rather than preceding it. Write down 3 specific things you
learned from the episode and how you will apply them to your next session.
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= WATCH ON YOUTUBE CHANNEL URL

Into The Lair — Compression Deep Dive Pensado's Place youtube.com/@PensadosPlace
Dave Pensado Mix Process Explained Pensado's Place youtube.com/@PensadosPlace
Young Guru on Mixing Jay-Z (Interview) Pensado's Place youtube.com/@PensadosPlace
Andrew Scheps — Mixing Adele Techniques Pensado's Place youtube.com/@PensadosPlace
= FREE DOWNLOAD PLUGIN / TOOL WEBSITE

Pensado's Place Watch Free youtube.com/@PensadosPlace
Mix With The Masters Premium Courses mixwiththemasters.com

Produce Like A Pro Free Tutorials youtube.com/@ProduceLikeAPro
In The Mix Free Tutorials youtube.com/@InTheMix

Pro Tip: Make a dedicated 'Study' playlist on YouTube and add Pensado episodes as you watch them.
Review your playlist weekly — you will catch things you missed the first time.

Avoid: Avoid passive watching — watching without applying is entertainment, not education. For every video

watched, spend equal time applying the technique in your DAW.

TIP #05

YouTube Channels — The Complete Producer Education Map
The right YouTube channels, watched consistently and applied actively, provide a complete music production

education that would cost tens of thousands of dollars at a recording school. The key is knowing which channel to go

to for which type of learning — not all channels are equally suited for all topics. This tip maps the best channels to

their specific educational strengths so you always know exactly where to look.

directed education.

YouTube's music production content ranges from beginner-friendly overviews to genuinely
professional-grade tutorials. Watching the wrong level content wastes time. Watching the
right channel for the right topic accelerates skill development. A structured approach —
specific channels for specific skills — turns casual YouTube watching into a deliberate,
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Channel-to-Skill Map: MIXING & EQ: In The Mix (@InTheMix) — clearest explanations of
mixing concepts online. PROFESSIONAL INSIGHTS: Pensado's Place (@PensadosPlace)
— Grammy-level knowledge, free. HIP-HOP / TRAP / R&B;: Busy Works Beats
(@BusyWorksBeats) — FL Studio + genre-specific. GENERAL PRODUCTION: Andrew
Huang (@andrewhuang) — creative, fun, broad topics. HOME STUDIO RECORDING:
Graham Cochrane (@GrahamCochrane) — budget studio setup + mixing. MIXING
TUTORIALS: MixbusTV (@MixbusTV) — professional mixing and mastering deep dives.
VOCAL PRODUCTION: HelpMeDevvon (@HelpMeDevvon) — Pro Tools vocal production
specialist. AFROBEATS / URBAN: Wavy Wayne — hip-hop flavor engineering tutorials.
ELECTRONIC / SOUND DESIGN: Point Blank Music School (@PointBlankMusicSchool).
PHILOSOPHY OF MIXING: Gregory Scott — breaks through mixing stereotypes,
thinking-based.

THE SCIENCE YouTube's algorithm learns your watching patterns. If you watch mixing tutorials
consistently, the algorithm surfaces more mixing content. But it also surfaces clickbait ('l
mixed THIS in 10 minutes!") alongside genuinely educational content. The distinction:
educational content teaches principles; clickbait demonstrates results. Principles transfer to
every project. Results only work for that one project. Always filter for principle-based content
— any video that can answer 'why does this work?" is educational; any video that can only
show 'look how good this sounds' is entertainment.

Create a YouTube account specifically for music production learning (separate from your personal account so the
algorithm stays pure). Subscribe to these 5 channels right now: @PensadosPlace, @InTheMix, @BusyWorksBeats,
@MixbusTV, @GrahamCochrane. Watch one video from each channel this week. For each video, write one sentence
summarizing the main principle taught. After 4 weeks, you will have 20 principles — a solid foundation of knowledge
drawn from the best educators in the field. Set a calendar reminder: 'Watch one mixing tutorial — apply immediately.'
Repeat every 3 days.

= WATCH ON YOUTUBE CHANNEL URL

Mixing Fundamentals Playlist In The Mix youtube.com/@InTheMix
Beat-Making Tutorials & FL Studio Busy Works Beats youtube.com/@BusyWorksBeats
Home Studio Mixing Tips Graham Cochrane youtube.com/@GrahamCochrane
Advanced Mixing & Mastering MixbusTV youtube.com/@MixbusTV
Creative Music Production Andrew Huang youtube.com/@andrewhuang

m FREE DOWNLOAD PLUGIN / TOOL WEBSITE
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All Tutorials Pensado's Place — Free youtube.com/@PensadosPlace
Mixing Courses Produce Like A Pro — Free youtube.com/@ProduceLikeAPro
FL Studio Focus Busy Works Beats — Free youtube.com/@BusyWorksBeats
Online School Point Blank Music School youtube.com/@PointBlankMusicSchool

Pro Tip: Turn on channel notifications for your 3 favourite channels so new videos appear in your feed
immediately — and you never miss a key tutorial.

Avoid: Avoid subscribing to 50 channels — algorithm overload means you see everything shallowly. Subscribe to
5-8 channels deeply and watch them consistently.

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @Ilusionbeatz
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CHAPTER 2 RECAP

YOUTUBE LEARNING RESOURCES — QUICK REFERENCE

#04 Pensado's Place — Learn From Grammy Wirln&sThe Lair episodes = Grammy-level free education. Watch + apply immediately.

#05 YouTube Channels — The Complete Producér étduratienmdapado, InTheMix, BusyWorks, MixbusTV, Graham Cochrane.

"Watching without applying is entertainment. Applying without watching is
guessing. Do both."

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @lusionbeatz
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CHAPTER 3

ARRANGEMENT FOR MIXING

Fix Problems Before They Start

TIP #06

Arrangement & Mixing — They Are the Same Job

Most producers treat arrangement and mixing as separate stages. Professional producers know they are one
continuous process. The arrangement determines which frequencies are active at any given moment, which
elements create space, and which create density. A well-arranged track requires minimal mixing. A poorly-arranged
track cannot be fixed by any amount of EQ, compression, or processing. Learning to arrange WITH mixing in mind

eliminates most mix problems before they start.

Every arrangement decision is a mix decision: adding a bass guitar when the 808 is already
present doubles the low-end energy and creates mud. Adding a piano chord in the same
octave as a synth pad creates frequency masking that makes both sound thin. Removing
these conflicts at the arrangement stage costs zero processing — adding them and then
trying to fix them costs hours of mixing time.

Arrangement-for-mixing principles: Rule 1 (Frequency Scheduling): Decide which element
owns each frequency range BEFORE the mix. Kick = 60 Hz, 808 = 45-65 Hz sub (same
pitch as kick), bass guitar = 80—200 Hz harmonics, chords = 200 Hz—4 kHz, vocals = 300
Hz-8 kHz. Rule 2 (Density Contrast): Every loud, dense section needs a preceding sparse
section. An 8-bar verse with just kick, 808, and vocal will make the chorus feel massive. A
verse packed with all elements leaves nowhere for the chorus to go. Rule 3 (Top-Line
Priority): In any given bar, decide which melodic element takes the lead. The lead element
gets the most presence (volume + upper harmonics). All other melodic elements drop 6—12
dB in the mix. Rule 4 (Space for the Vocal): Before the vocal enters, everything
non-essential drops by 3—6 dB automatically. The arrangement creates space — the mix

maintains it.

THE SCIENCE The concept of ‘frequency scheduling' in arrangement is rooted in orchestral writing. A full
orchestra divides the frequency spectrum by instrument family: strings carry the harmonic
midrange, brass carry the powerful upper-mids, woodwinds carry the melodic treble, and the
bass section anchors the low end. No two families play the same melody in the same octave
simultaneously unless the composer wants a specific doubling effect. This division —
arrangement-level frequency scheduling — is why orchestral music sounds clear and
powerful despite having 80+ instruments playing simultaneously.

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @Ilusionbeatz
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Open a current project. Go to bar 1 and look at which instruments are active. Now list the primary frequency region of
each active element: Sub (20-80 Hz): _ Bass (80-250 Hz): __ Low-Mid (250-800 Hz): __ Mid (800 Hz—3 kHz):
__ Upper-Mid (3-8 kHz): ____ Air (8 kHz+): ___If any frequency range has more than 2 active elements
simultaneously, you have a masking conflict at the arrangement level. Choose which element WINS that range. Mute or
high-pass the other elements out of that range. Do NOT do this with EQ — do it with arrangement (remove the element
entirely from those bars, or choose a different octave for one of them). Listen to the result. The mix should immediately
feel more open and clear.

a WATCH ON YOUTUBE CHANNEL URL

Arrangement Techniques for Mixers In The Mix youtube.com/@InTheMix

How Arrangement Affects Your Mix Produce Like A Pro youtube.com/@ProduceLikeAPro
Beat Arrangement for Hip-Hop & Trap Busy Works Beats youtube.com/@BusyWorksBeats
m FREE DOWNLOAD PLUGIN / TOOL WEBSITE

Arrangement Plugin Captain Plugins (Visual Arrangement) captainplugins.com

MIDI Arrangement Scaler 2 (Chord suggestions) pluginboutique.com

Free DAW Template LusionBeatz Free Templates lusinbeatz@gmail.com

Pro Tip: Listen to your 3 favourite tracks with headphones and count how many elements are active in the
verse vs the chorus. You will find the chorus almost always has more — but the differences are smaller than
you expect. Quality > quantity.

Avoid: Avoid adding more elements to fix a mix that feels empty — most empty mixes need better arrangement of
existing elements, not more layers.
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CHAPTER 3 RECAP

ARRANGEMENT FOR MIXING — QUICK REFERENCE

#06 Arrangement & Mixing — They Are the SameFRlelguency scheduling = decide who owns each range BEFORE mixing.

"Arrangement is mixing in advance. Every conflict you prevent saves an hour of
processing."

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @lusionbeatz
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CHAPTER 4

Al TOOLS IN PRODUCTION 2025

What Works, What Doesn't & How to Use It

TIP #07

Al Mixing Tools — What Actually Works in 2025

Artificial intelligence has entered the music production workflow in a real and practical way. In 2025, Al-powered
mixing tools can automatically balance levels, identify masking frequencies, apply genre-appropriate EQ curves, and
even generate reference-matched masters. These tools do not replace human creativity or a trained ear — but they
are genuinely useful as starting points, speed tools, and learning aids. Knowing which Al tools to use, when to use
them, and what their limitations are, separates producers who leverage technology from those who resist it.

Al mixing tools are trained on thousands of professional mixes, meaning they have
effectively 'heard' more professional mixes than any individual engineer ever could. They
can provide an objectively average professional mix starting point in seconds — which is an
extremely useful baseline. The human engineer's job then becomes adjusting that baseline
for the emotional intent of the specific track, which is exactly where human creativity adds
irreplaceable value.

Al Tools Worth Using in 2025: 1. iZotope Ozone 11 Al Master Assistant: Analyzes your mix
and applies a mastering chain automatically. Use as a starting point — adjust every
parameter manually after. 2. iZotope Neutron 4 Track Assistant: Al balance and mix
recommendations per track. Excellent for beginners to understand what a reference mix
balance looks like. 3. Accusonus ERA Bundle: Al noise reduction, de-essing, vocal balance.
4. LALAL.AI / Spleeter: Al stem separation — extract vocals, drums, or bass from any
finished track for study or sampling. 5. Plugin Alliance bx_masterdesk: One-knob Al
mastering with professional character. Free tools: iZotope Ozone Elements (free tier), Landr
Al Mastering (online, subscription).

THE SCIENCE Al mixing tools use machine learning models trained on supervised datasets of professional
mixes. The model learns correlations between input (raw mix) and output (professional
master) and applies those correlations to new inputs. Current Al tools excel at: tonal balance
(EQ decisions based on genre norms), level balance (relative instrument levels matching
professional references), and dynamics (compression amounts typical for the genre).
Current Al tools struggle with: emotional intent (whether a specific frequency choice serves
the song's feeling), creative decisions (unconventional arrangements, avant-garde mixing
choices), and context (understanding that a distorted kick is intentional, not a problem to fix).




LUSIONBEATZ

professional vocal processing without any guesswork.

Try LALAL.AI right now — it is free for short files: Go to lalal.ai. Upload any finished commercial track from your genre.
Use the stem separator to extract the vocal stem. Import the isolated vocal into your DAW. Analyze it with SPAN —
what is the frequency balance of a professional commercial vocal? What is the high-pass frequency? Where does the
vocal presence sit (2-5 kHz)? How much air (10-16 kHz) does the professional vocal have? Now apply those specific
EQ observations to your own vocal. This Al-assisted reverse-engineering is one of the fastest ways to understand
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= WATCH ON YOUTUBE CHANNEL URL

iZotope Ozone Al Mastering — Full Tutorial In The Mix youtube.com/@InTheMix

Al Stem Separation — LALAL.AI Tutorial Andrew Huang youtube.com/@andrewhuang
Best Al Mixing Plugins 2025 Produce Like A Pro youtube.com/@ProduceLikeAPro
m FREE DOWNLOAD PLUGIN / TOOL WEBSITE

Al Stem Separation LALAL.AI (free short files) lalal.ai

Al Mastering Ozone 11 Elements by iZotope izotope.com/en/products/ozone

Al Track Balance Neutron 4 (iZotope) izotope.com/en/products/neutron
Online Al Master LANDR (subscription) landr.com

Stem Separator Spleeter by Deezer (free) github.com/deezer/spleeter

Pro Tip: Use Al tools to set starting points, not ending points. Let the Al give you a baseline, then spend
30-60 minutes adjusting every parameter to serve the song emotionally.

Avoid: Avoid publishing Al-mastered tracks without manual review — Al tools are trained on averages and cannot

account for your track's specific emotional intent.
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CHAPTER 4 RECAP

Al TOOLS IN PRODUCTION 2025 — QUICK REFERENCE

#07 Al Mixing Tools — What Actually Works in 2005e Al for starting points. Adjust every parameter manually for emotionallintent.

"Al sets the average. You set the intention. Both matter."

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @lusionbeatz
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CHAPTER 5

BUILDING YOUR BRAND & INCOME

Content Strategy & Multiple Revenue Streams

TIP #08

Building Your Producer Brand Online — The 2025 Playbook

Your music is your product. Your brand is why people care. In 2025, music is discovered primarily through
short-form video (TikTok, Instagram Reels, YouTube Shorts), playlists (Spotify, Apple Music editorial), and social
proof (follower counts, streams, notable collaborations). A producer with 500 monthly listeners and a strong content
presence grows faster than a producer with 50,000 listeners and no online identity. LusionBeatz's long-term success
depends as much on brand strategy as on mixing skill.

In 2025, the music industry is attention-driven. Streaming income from small numbers is
negligible — growth requires discoverability. Short-form video content reaches new
audiences exponentially faster than any other format. A 15-second clip of your mix process,
your studio setup, or a beat being made from scratch can reach 10,000 new potential fans in
24 hours with zero advertising spend. That same content cannot be replicated by a
streaming playlist without years of playlist pitching.

The LusionBeatz Content Strategy: 1. Behind-the-scenes content: Record 30-60 second
clips of your mix process. ‘Before and after' mix comparisons are the highest-engagement
format for producers. 2. Beat cookup videos: Time-lapse or screen-record a beat being built
from scratch. These perform well on YouTube Shorts, TikTok, and Instagram Reels
simultaneously. 3. Tip videos (this guide in motion): Each tip from this PDF series is a
standalone content piece. One tip = one video = one piece of content. 30 tips = 30 videos. 4.
Consistency over virality: 3 posts per week, every week, for 6 months builds a more reliable
audience than 1 viral post. 5. Platform priority in 2025: TikTok and YouTube Shorts for
discovery, Instagram for engagement, YouTube long-form for depth, Spotify Canvas for
streams.

THE SCIENCE The algorithmic discovery system on TikTok and YouTube Shorts uses watch time as its
primary signal — the longer people watch, the more the algorithm distributes the content.
For music producers, this means: show something visually interesting immediately (the
plugin display, the waveform, the beat building) and create a reason to keep watching (the
before/after reveal, the interesting technique). Music content specifically benefits from the
'loop effect’' — music that is interesting enough to replay causes the viewer to watch multiple
times, multiplying watch time and signaling quality to the algorithm.

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @Ilusionbeatz
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Create your first content piece today — no camera or studio setup required. Step 1: Open a project. Pick any mixing
technique from this guide (e.g. the SPAN spectrum check). Step 2: Screen-record yourself doing it with a voiceover:
'Watch what happens to the mix when | [apply the technique].' Step 3: Export as a vertical video (1080x1920) for
TikTok/Shorts. Step 4: Add the LusionBeatz logo and @Ilusinbeatz handle. Step 5: Post it with the caption: 'This one
mixing trick changed my sound mm #musicproduction #mixing #producer' Step 6: Note the view count at 24 hours.
Repeat with a different tip every 3 days.

= WATCH ON YOUTUBE CHANNEL URL

How to Grow Your Producer Brand on YouTube Andrew Huang youtube.com/@andrewhuang
TikTok Strategy for Music Producers 2025 Produce Like A Pro youtube.com/@ProduceLikeAPro
Building a Music Brand From Scratch Graham Cochrane youtube.com/@GrahamCochrane
m FREE DOWNLOAD PLUGIN / TOOL WEBSITE

Video Editing CapCut (free, mobile + desktop) capcut.com

Screen Recording OBS Studio (free) obsproject.com

Thumbnail Design Canva (free) canva.com

Music Distribution DistroKid / RouteNote distrokid.com

Social Scheduling Buffer (free plan) buffer.com

Pro Tip: The best content is already in your DAW. Screen-record your next mix session in full, then cut the
most interesting 30 seconds — that is your first video.

Avoid: Avoid waiting until your mixes are 'good enough' to post. The audience you build now will be there when
your skill peaks — start posting today, not someday.

TIP #09

Monetizing Your Production Skills — Multiple Income Streams

Most producers rely on a single income stream (beat sales) and wonder why growth is slow. Professional music
producers who sustain careers typically have 4—-6 income streams running simultaneously: beat licensing,
mix/master services, sample pack sales, YouTube/content monetization, online courses or coaching, and sync
licensing. Diversification protects against the collapse of any single market and creates compounding growth as
each stream feeds the others.

Beat licensing as a sole income is unpredictable and increasingly competitive. With
Al-generated beats entering the market, the value of the commodity beat is declining. The
value of the skilled producer who can also mix, teach, consult, and create custom content is
rising. Building multiple income streams now positions you ahead of commoditization and
creates income security that a single stream never can.
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The LusionBeatz Revenue Map: Stream 1 — Beat Sales: BeatStars, Airbit. Non-exclusive
leases $25-$50, exclusive rights $200-$2000. Stream 2 — Mixing & Mastering Services:
Offer mix services using your skills from this guide. Starting rate: $50-$150/song. Grow to
$300-$500+ as your portfolio builds. Stream 3 — Sample Packs: Create drum kits, melody
loops, bass samples. Sell on BeatStars, Splice, or your own website. $15-$50 per pack.
Stream 4 — YouTube Revenue: Monetize your tutorial and process videos. $1-$5 per 1000
views in music production niche. Stream 5 — Online Coaching: 1-on-1 beat sessions or mix
feedback via Zoom. $50-$150/hour. Extremely high value for clients, scalable income for
you. Stream 6 — Sync Licensing: Place your instrumentals in films, TV, ads via platforms
like Musicbed, Artlist, Pond5. Pays $100-$10,000+ per placement.

THE SCIENCE Sync licensing is the highest-paying and most underutilized income stream for independent
producers. A single sync placement in a network TV show can pay more than 1,000,000
Spotify streams. The requirements: instrumental versions of tracks (no copyrighted
samples), clean stems (as covered in Day 3), and registration with a PRO (Performing
Rights Organization: ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC in the US; PRS in the UK; PPL in the UK;
SAMRO in South Africa; SOCAN in Canada). PRO registration is free and ensures you
collect performance royalties whenever your music is broadcast.

Choose ONE new income stream to activate this week. If you have no accounts: create a BeatStars free account today
(beatstars.com). Upload your 5 best instrumentals. Set prices: $30 non-exclusive, $300 exclusive. Write a description
for each beat including BPM, key, and mood. If you already sell beats: create a simple mixing service offer. Write:
'Professional mix and master for your vocals: $75. Delivery 48 hours. Contact: lusinbeatz@gmail.com' and post it on
your Instagram, Twitter, and any producer forums you are active in. Track all income streams in a spreadsheet: date,
source, amount. Review monthly — the data will show you which stream to invest more time in.

a WATCH ON YOUTUBE CHANNEL URL

How to Sell Beats Online in 2025 Busy Works Beats youtube.com/@BusyWorksBeats
Sync Licensing Explained for Producers Produce Like A Pro youtube.com/@ProduceLikeAPro
6 Income Streams for Music Producers Graham Cochrane youtube.com/@GrahamCochrane
m FREE DOWNLOAD PLUGIN / TOOL WEBSITE

Beat Marketplace BeatStars (free plan) beatstars.com

Sample Sales Splice Sounds (apply) splice.com/sounds/submit

Sync Licensing Musicbed (apply) musicbed.com

Sync Licensing Artlist (apply) artlist.io
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PRO Registration ASCAP (free) ascap.com
Distribution RouteNote (free tier) routenote.com

Pro Tip: Register with a PRO (ASCAP or BMI) today — it is free and ensures you collect royalties from any
broadcast use of your music, even retroactively.

Avoid: Avoid spreading yourself across all streams simultaneously — activate one at a time, reach proficiency,
then add the next. Doing 6 things poorly beats doing 1 thing well is false.

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @lusionbeatz
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CHAPTER 5 RECAP

BUILDING YOUR BRAND & INCOME — QUICK REFERENCE

#08 Building Your Producer Brand Online — The 2(2sRlaybekglevery week, for 6 months > 1 viral post.

#09 Monetizing Your Production Skills — Multiple BeziBtarStrearixing services + sync licensing = 3 streams, activate one at a time.

"Your music is the product. Your brand is the reason people choose yours."

© 2026 LusionBeatz — lusinbeatz@gmail.com | lusionbeatz.com @lusionbeatz
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Every link from this guide in one place. Bookmark this page.

m YOUTUBE CHANNEL

Pensado's Place — Pro Mixing

In The Mix — Mixing Fundamentals
Busy Works Beats — Hip-Hop/Trap
Andrew Huang — Creative Production
Graham Cochrane — Home Studio
MixbusTV — Mix & Master Tutorials
Produce Like A Pro — Pro Workflow
Point Blank Music School

HelpMeDevvon — Vocal Production

URL

youtube.com/@PensadosPlace
youtube.com/@InTheMix
youtube.com/@BusyWorksBeats
youtube.com/@andrewhuang
youtube.com/@GrahamCochrane
youtube.com/@MixbusTV
youtube.com/@ProduceLikeAPro
youtube.com/@PointBlankMusicSchool

youtube.com/@HelpMeDevvon

m PLUGIN/ TOOL

Dynamic EQ
Reverb/Delay
Spectrum Analyzer
LUFS Meter
Stereo Width

Air Exciter
Wavetable Synth
Stem Separation
Compressor
Orchestral Sounds
Beat Sales
Distribution

Video Editing

Screen Record

NAME

ZL Equalizer 2

Valhalla Supermassive
SPAN 4.5 by Voxengo
Youlean Loudness Meter 2
Ozone Imager by iZotope
Fresh Air by Slate Digital
Vital 2.0

LALAL.AI (free short)
Fircomp 2 (freeware)
LABS by Spitfire Audio
BeatStars (free plan)
RouteNote (free)

CapCut (free)

OBS Studio (free)

WEBSITE
github.com/ZL-Audio/ZLEqualizer
valhalladsp.com/apps/supermassive
voxengo.com/product/span
youlean.co/youlean-loudness-meter
izotope.com/en/products/ozone-imager
slatedigital.com/fresh-air

vital.audio

lalal.ai

kvraudio.com — search Fircomp
labs.spitfireaudio.com
beatstars.com

routenote.com

capcut.com

obsproject.com
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PRO Registration ASCAP (free) ascap.com
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4 DAYS. 69 TIPS.

THE COMPLETE PRODUCER EDUCATION.

You now have the mixing techniques (Days 1-3), the tools, the education resources, the Al knowledge, the
brand strategy, and the income roadmap. The only thing standing between where you are and where you want
to be is consistent, deliberate action. Mix every day. Post every week. Learn every session. The producers who

win are not the most talented — they are the most consistent.

lusionbeatz.com lusinbeatz@gmail.com @lusionbeatz




